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y Income and wealth concentration have been increasing across the
globe, albeit with important country differences. A share of inequality
registered in the data is driven by market forces, and may be socially

tolerated. Another share of inequality arises instead from factors

beyond individual control: the country and political situation one
experiences, the social context, the neighborhood and the family of
origin. While advanced welfare and education systems in developed
economies compensate for these differences, high-income inequality
and high inequality of opportunity remain defining traits of low- or
medium-income economies. Perceptions about inequality play an
important role in the demand for redistribution, while inequalities
perceived as unfair can hurt people and lead to unrest. Progressive
revistas.pucp.edu.pe/economia taxation, which is receiving renewed interest in developed econo-
mies, can contribute to reduce inequalities in outcomes, albeit its
ability to accomplish this goal has been limited in many less developed
Guest Editors: economies. Educational policy is considered the mean par excellence
to level the playing field, albeit little causal evidence is available on its
implications for reducing inequality of opportunity from the start.
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